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Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES."     Items  of  interest  to  consumers,  from  the  Eederal 
Eood  and  Drug  Administration,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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The  first  item  in  our  weekly  letter  from  the  Eood  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration concerns  butter  —  90  tons  of  butter,  adulterated  with  mineral  oil, 
and  therefore  a  violation  of  the  Federal  law. 

Quoting  today's  report  directly: 

"Inspectors  of  the  Eood  and  Drug  Administration  seized  more  than  90 
tons  of  butter  in  Chicago  last  month.    Because  the  butter  was  adulterated 
with  mineral  oil,  or  short  in  butterfat,  or  both,  interstate  shipment 
from  Oklahoma  to  Chicago  violated  Federal  law. 

"The  seizure  of  this  butter,  according  to  Food  and  Drug  officials, 
tightens  the  chain  of  evidence  about  a  practice  which  was  suspected  a  year 
ago.    At  that  time,   there  were  rumors  of  mineral  oil  being  added  to  cream 
before  it  was  delivered  to  the  butter  manufacturer,  to  'increase  the 
Babcock  test. '     (The  butter  manufacturer  buys  cream  on  its  butterfat 
content,  as  shown  by  the  Babcock  test.) 

"Mineral  oil  gives  a  false  percentage  of  butterfat.     Its  presence 
in  cream  is  not  likely  to  be  suspected  until  the  cream  is  churned  —  and 
perhaps  not  even  then.    Mineral  oil,  as  you  probably  know,  has  no  food 
value,  and  its  use  is  a  cheat  to  the  consumer,  who  is  entitled  under 
Federal  law  to  butter  containing  not  less  than  60  percent  of  butterfat. 
Butterfat,  of  course,  has  high  food  value. 

"The  use  of  mineral  oil  is  also  a  cheat  to  reputable  butter  manu- 
facturers, who  are  forced  to  sell  their  legal  and  standard  butter  in 
competition  with  the  adulterated  product.     Fortunately,   the  practice 
of  this  kind  of  adult  oration  in  the  batter  industry  is  very  rare,  and 
the  penalties  meted  c  it  against  the  occasional  culprit  are  calculated 
to  bring  about  prompt  reformation." 

Here's  another  item  dealing  with  adulteration  of  a  food  product. 
Not  butter  and  cream  this  time,  but  horseradish.     Of  thirty  horseradish 
factories  inspected  in  July,  To  were  found  to  be  doing  an  interstate 
business  in  adulterated  material,  according  to  the  New  York  Station  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration.     "The  horseradish, "  says  our  corres- 
pondent,  "was  being  grossly  adulterated  with  parsnips  or  turnips,  or 
with  parsnips  and  turnips." 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


9/19/38 


Well,  if  I  had  to  name  a  product  like  that,  I'd  call  it  "Horseradish 
Surprise. " 

Our  last  item  deals  with  provisions  of  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and 
Cosmetic  Act  which  will  take  the  place  of  the  present  law  next  June. 

Quoting  directly: 

"Fair  warning  is  the  spirit  of  several  of  the  new  protective 
provisions  of  the  new  law.     These  new  features,  according  to  the  men 
who  have  "been  enforcing  the  old  law,  will  help  intelligent  label  readers 
to  avoid  many  dangers  of  the  old  lav/. 

"One  provision  requires  that  any  drag,  intended  for  use  "by  man, 
must  "bear  a  label  warning  against  hah  it-forming  possibilities,  if  it 
contains  any  of  a  list  of  hypnotic  or  narcotic  drugs  that  are  habit- 
forming  if  used  repeatedly. 

"Another  provision  requires  label  warnings  on  drugs  and  devices 
which  may  he  safe  if  used  correctly,  and  dangerous  if  not  used  correctly. 
This  requirement  will  go  a  good  deal  beyond  perfunctory  warnings  not 
to  use  external  remedies — liniments,  for  example — internally. 

"Still  another  'fair  warning'  will  inform  consumers  if  a  drug  is 
likely  to  deteriorate.     The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  has  had  consid- 
erable experience  with  deteriorated  stocks  of  drugs  which  were  of  standard 
strength  originally,  hut  were  packed  in  containers  or  held  under  conditions 
promoting  deterioration.     The  new  law  is  expected  to  lead  manufacturers 
to  adopt  precautionary  measures,  thus  actually  improving  the  average 
quality  of  the  drug  supply. 

"Also,  the  Administration  will  have  power  to  forbid  manufacturers 
to  use  a  certain  type  of  container  if  the  container  is  likely  to  cause 
chemical  or  physical  changes  in  the  contents  that  render  them  injurious 
to  health.     This  applies  also  to  foods  and  cosmetics." 

Well,  with  all  these  "Fair  Warning"  lahels,  to  protect  us  when  we 
buy  drugs  —  as  well  as  foods  and  cosmetics  —  we  ought  to  profit  greatly 
by  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act. 

This  concludes  today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     There  will 
be  another  report  next  Monday  at  this  time. 
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